POLITICAL   AND    SOCIAL   STATE    OF   SPAIN

anarchistic. It fought to found Libertarian Communism
by means of the industrialist syndicates, a communism
completely different in structure from the capitalism of
the Bolshevik State. It used the tactics of direct action,
by means of which professional and proletarian organisa-
tions could oppose everything which it did not support,
from political parties to the State itself.

The U.G.T. is a Syndicalist organisation of Socialist
tendencies. It proclaimed the conquest of Authority not
so that the syndicates might administer that authority,
but so that the workers' parties might exercise a dictator-
ship over the proletariat.

The fundamental differences between the C.N.T. and
U.G.T., except as to the ideology of their respective
leaders, was a temperamental one. What distinguished
the C.N.T. from the ordinary was its impulsiveness, its
violent passion, and its Spanish fervour.

The U.G.T. was slower in decision, planted its feet more
firmly in reality, counted the consequences of everything
it did, and consequently, worked with less waste. Before
the War began, the C.N.T. had approximately a million
members and the U.G.T. a million and a half. The head-
quarters of each of them were perfectly well organised,
functioned regularly and had rationalised their political
and social aims and their means of obtaining them, thanks
to the experience they had acquired in the Republican
era, during which all that had been attempted within
the limits of democracy had failed rapidly under
syndicalist pressure, and opinions and interests had grown